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Message from Administration--From Head of
School Teri Cady
Hello Students and Families,
 
 
The purpose of this message is to give you an introduction to the Spring State Assessment plans for
Destinations Career Academy of Colorado (CODCA). All students in Colorado’s Public Schools assess
in the CO Measure of Academic Success (CMAS) assessments (grades 3-8) or the PSAT/SAT College
Board exams (grades 9-11).
Please note that in mid-February you will receive your individual speci�c details on where and
when your student will be testing. We will offer assessment site locations all over our state to serve
students in all areas. Our CODCA staff proctor all state assessments, so it will be an excellent
opportunity for your student to get to know a couple staff members quite well!
Several important assessment details:

1. Per state law, all public school students in Colorado are required to complete state
assessments. Our staff value these assessments as the data provided on both CMAS and
PSAT/SAT allows us to further understand a student’s academic strengths and areas of
challenge. This is just one of several valuable data points in your student’s academic journey.
Furthermore, the PSAT and SAT tests can assist a student with college entry. All data shows that
the more a student practices on standardized assessments, the better they do!

2. Grades 6, 7 and 8: All students in grades 6, 7, and 8 complete the CMAS (CO Measure of
Academic Success) tests both in English Language Arts and Math. 8th graders also take CMAS
Science. CMAS assessments will take place during the week of April 11th – April 15th. The week
of April 18th will be reserved for make-ups and accommodated testing.
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3. High School Students Grades 9 and 10: All students in grade 9 complete PSAT 9 and all students
in grade 10 complete the PSAT 10. The PSAT 9 assessment will be on April 14th; the PSAT 10 will
take place on April 15th. One make up date will be provided.

4. 11th graders – 11th graders will assess the SAT college board exam and the CMAS Science only.
The SAT test (11th graders only) requires a sign up through the state voucher system by February
11th. You have received this sign up already; however, if you have any questions regarding this
process, please contact your counselor as soon as possible. The test date is March 12th. We also
offer an “in house” testing date of April 26th should you prefer testing with our staff over the
voucher process. CMAS Science for grade 11 will occur during the week of April 11th.

5. Assessment Time Period and Sites: You will receive your speci�c testing location and your
exaxt testing dates by mid-February. At that time, you will con�rm your location and day, and
will also be able to request an alternate site at that time. Our CODCA Testing Sites include –
Alamosa, Aurora, Colorado Springs, Craig, Durango, Frisco, Glenwood Springs, Grand Junction,
Highlands Ranch, La Junta, Loveland, Montrose, Pueblo, Sterling, Thornton/Northglenn, and
Trinidad.

�. Parent/Legal Guardian Opt Out: By Colorado law, parents and legal guardians do have the right
to opt their students out of the required state assessments. If you choose to opt your student out
of any assessment, you are required to submit the opt out link here below. Please �ll out all
sections and complete this form by February 28th, as it helps us to plan our site and sta�ng
needs. https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/6cAJe9rTbU00MKsBc

If you have any questions on State assessments, please do let us know - we are happy to guide you
through this process and its importance. Middle School questions can go to Amy Cook (MS Principal)
acook@k12.com and High School questions can go to Amber Schriner (HS Principal)
aschriner@k12.com.
We will be in touch with your speci�c site info/date in a month or so! Please hold any questions on
sites/dates at this time until you hear from us with those speci�cs.
 
Sincerely, Teri Cady – Head of School CODCA
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January Follow-up: We Are Connected

7 Mindsets--February 100% Accountable
What does holding ourselves “100% Accountable” mean? Are we holding ourselves accountable to our
own actions and decisions? Are we holding the actions of others accountable to our own feelings? Are
we holding others accountable to words said to others? All of the above! This Mindset for February
teaches us the importance of “being responsible for our own happiness and success,” ensuring that
our lives are what we choose right here and right now. It’s about choosing to focus our energy on the
things that help us grow as human beings.
One of my favorite songs recently (by Trousdale) reminds me that we can make decisions about our
life literally at any moment! Sure, things are hard, but…
“So what? I don’t regret anything. Gonna �gure it out when I come down from who knows? Wherever I
end up tomorrow, I’m gonna �gure it out… Any day now…”
How are you going to �gure out the best parts of yourself? Share here, and maybe you’ll be featured in
next month’s newsletter!
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What's Going On at MS CODCA?

GT@CODCA
Just a quick thank you to all of the teachers, administrators, staff,
students, and outside guests that helped to make our �rst-ever Day
of Wellness such a great success. It is so easy, especially with
students that seem to �nd such ease with their academics, to forget
just how important it is to care for the entire being. Just being gifted
does not make it any easier to handle life’s challenges when it comes
to our physical, mental, and emotional well-being. What a treat to be
able to spend a whole day focusing on how to be at our best in so
many different areas of our lives!
If you are looking for a quick escape from the pressures and stress
that daily life throws down on all of us, but can’t quite take a whole
day off to do so, feel free to check out one of the activities in this
virtual moment of Zen – just a couple of minutes can help you to
totally reset your day! (I may or may not have it bookmarked on my
computer so I can get to it any time I need it!)
Looking forward to continuing to work our way through this great
second semester!
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Spelling Bee Champions! We are so very PROUD of you all!!

Well done!

1st Place!
8th grade student Geoffry B.
 
Our 1st place winners will be
representing CODCA at the
Western Regional Spelling
Bee in March! Winning at the
WR Spelling Bee will provide
the opportunity to compete
in person at the national
Spelling Bee, being held once
again at Stride HQ in
Virginia! The 1st place prize
this year is a $2,500 Amazon
gift card and a brand new
gaming laptop!!!
Geoffry won 2nd place in the
middle school category at
last year’s nationals!
Good luck at the Western
Region Spelling Bee! We are
rooting for you!!

2nd Place!
8th grade student Cory A.
 
Every single one of our
participants demonstrated
integrity and amazing
sportsmanship. The
Administration and Staff at
CODCA are proud of all of
the participants; it was clear
they studied hard and tried
even harder.

3rd Place!
8th grade student Sophie P.
(pictured with her cocker
spaniel puppies Luna and
Coco)
 
We encourage all winners,
participants and future
students to look forward to
next year's Bee and to root
on our 1st place winners!
Thanks, also to all the staff
who supported the event!

Upcoming Events

Jennifer Colestock – GT Team Coordinator – jcolestock@codca.org
- 720.515.2233 – GT@CODCA Website
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Parents/Guardians/Learning Coaches: Coffee Talk--Survey Here

Winter Social--Rescheduled for Thursday, March 10th!!
Thank you all for your patience as we rescheduled this social event! We look forward to seeing you all
as we celebrate our newly renovated lab and some long awaited face-to-face socilization! Please SAVE
THE DATE. More information will go out to everyone via email! This will be a rain/snow or shine event.
 
If you have any questions about CODCA events, please contact Ms. Andrea Santoyo at
asantoyo@codca.org or asantoyo@k12.com.
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Next meeting: Friday, February 11th, @ 9am 
Please RSVP by the end of the day on Tuesday, February 8th. 
 
Zoom link for Feb. 11th meeting: (password: 1717) 
 
Parents/Guardians and Learning Coaches:
Please share with us what topic(s) you would like to see discussed during Coffee Talk. This will help us
set an agenda for each meeting, as well as be made aware of anything that may have been missed.

https://zoom.us/j/6932419369?pwd=dTl4S2IzRFI5bmcrY1VhTi9qUGtSZz09










Stride K12 National Social Events for LC & StudentsStride K12 National Social Events for LC & Students

https://www.smore.com/kfeyb-k12-national-clubs


Stride K12 Celebrates National School Counseling WeekStride K12 Celebrates National School Counseling Week

National School Counseling Week 2022 (#NSCW22) Feb. 7-11, 2022 and the purpose is to focus
public attention on the unique contribution of school counselors. We invite students, LCs & faculty to

complete the sentence "My school counselor helps me..."

February Celebrations!

Student of the Month--Lilly O.
Lilly is consistently supporting and encouraging her peers in the math classroom. She volunteers daily
to help me read slides and cheers on others who participate as well. Lilly puts in extra time and effort

Student of the Month: Tristin A.
Tristin worked tremendously hard to catch up with missing work
after an illness kept him from school. He has improved his grade
grade to an A just by using his strong work ethic and diligence.
Tristin is very humble and respectful in seeking help and guidance,
an exemplory projection of the 100% Accountable 7 Mindset.--Mrs.
Kristan Brooks
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atmosphere inclusive and kind and continually works to be sure that she
understands the contents. Lilly's ability to show 100% Accountability is
evident to her teachers and peers!--Mrs. Angela Caves

Student of the Month--Gregory J.
Greg always participates in class. He is at the ready to help classmates and encourage them too,
showcasing his 100% Accountability attributes.--Mrs. Sharon Byrd

Teacher of the Month--Mrs. Angela Caves
Angela Caves is the teacher of the month! She really represents the mindset of being 100%
Accountable. She encourages students to break down barriers and take responsibility for thoughts
and actions. She also encourages students to focus their energy on taking critical steps toward their
goals. We are lucky to have her here at CODCA!
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CODCA Resource WebsiteCODCA Resource Website

Handbook, ID Link, Calendars and much more! (English y en Espanol)

How to Find Student ID Numbers In LC AccountHow to Find Student ID Numbers In LC Account

The Extra Extra!

B i Y O Di h d C

https://tinyurl.com/CODCA-ResourceCenter
https://www.help.k12.com/s/article/How-to-Look-Up-Your-Student-ID-in-My-Info#%20-%20Click%20Me&w=w-3722597884&i=&l=


How much plastic have you saved from landfils and from being

litter?! Share with us!

Year-round Fund Raisers!!

One great way to reduce your environmental impact is to bring your own reusable cups, tuperwares,
and cutlery to events or restaurants. It is estimated that 561 billion disposable food ware items are
disposed of annually, leading to 4.9 million tons of waste. Using your own dishes eliminates the need
for single use food and drinkware and can be a step towards preventing food accessories from
polluting streets and waterways.
Retrived from https://sustainability.ucsc.edu/news-events/newsletters/green-tips-page.html 
When you go out to eat, have a reusable container handy to avoid using the establishemnt's single-use
containers. Getting pastries from the bakery or grocery store, take a container (I need a big one for the
bakery) to �ll up! Every little effort counts when one aims to reduce waste!  
 
‘The cusp of a reuse revolution’: startups take the waste out of takeout 

Find a Drop Off Loc… www.plastic�lmrecycling.org

NOTE: Plastic bags/wraps typically do not get recycled in curbside bins.
They must be returned to participating drop-off locations such as retail
stores for recycling. Thank you for recycling your plastic bags and wraps.
During this COVID-19 pandemic, we urge you to recycle your plastic bags,
wraps, and other �lm packaging at drop-off locations ONLY WHEN AND
WHERE POSSIBLE.
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Earn $ for Destinations!
Earn $ for Destinations!
Earn money for the CTSO’s at Destinations by doing what you probably
do every week, buy groceries!
The King Sooper Community Rewards Program makes it easy to earn
money for the school. Just link your loyalty card to our school and every
time you shop and use your loyalty card, a percentage of your bill comes
back to the school.
Go to https://www.kingsoopers.com
Log onto (or create) your account
Enter our Non- pro�t number SI199
If you do not have a loyalty card, stop by the customer service desk at any King Sooper or City Market
store.
Let's keep the fundraising going! Sign-up for KS today. All Kroger, City Market and King Soopers stores
are eligible. Ask relatives to sign-up to help us! 
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Staff Contact InformationStaff Contact Information

Forgot your teacher's email address? Need a phone number? Click the button!

K12 Colorado Schools Military Family CookbookK12 Colorado Schools Military Family Cookbook

Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)

Model Noti�cation of Rights Under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)

FERPA for Elementary and Secondary SchoolsFERPA for Elementary and Secondary Schools

Model Noti�cation of Rights under FERPA for Elementary and Secondary Schools

Non-discrimination Statement
The Destinations Career Academy of Colorado does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.1 In addition, lack of English skills will not be a barrier
to admission and participation in any school programs or activities. Any person who brings to the
attention a grievance is provided procedures the institution follows to investigate the issue.
Complaints accepted verbally, written or by appointment in person/virtual face-to-face meeting. Each
party pertaining to the complaint receives notice of complaint and all parties receive a timeline of
actions of procedure within 10-days of noti�cation to all parties. The following person is the designee
to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:
Adelita Shepherd, Non-Discrimination Coordinator, Compliance and Family Engagement Coordinator
8601 Turnpike Dr., #100, Westminster, CO 80031
ashepherd@k12.com | 303.399.4702
For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/rights/reg/ocr/edlite-34cfr104.html#S8 for the address and phone
number of the o�ce that serves your area, or call 1-800-421-3481
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